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NEW INDEX: RESOURCE-EXPORTING COUNTRIES IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA 
SEE A SLUMP IN PROSPERITY 

• Major resource-exporting economies such as Botswana and Namibia fall 4 places down the 
Prosperity Index rankings after slump in Chinese demand 

• More diversified economies, such as Ethiopia, rise up the rankings 

Botswana, Namibia, Zambia, and Nigeria are growing less prosperous according to an international 
index which defines prosperity by measuring a country’s economic success and its wellbeing. 

The annual Legatum Prosperity Index™ ranks 142 countries across eight categories: the Economy, 
Entrepreneurship & Opportunity; Governance; Education; Health; Safety & Security; Personal 
Freedom; and Social Capital. 

The Legatum Institute, an international think tank based in London, reveals that Botswana has fallen 
17 places, Namibia 26 places and Zambia 15 places down the Economy sub-index since last year. As a 
result these countries are less prosperous. 

The end of the commodities boom has left people in the resource-exporting countries of sub-
Saharan Africa increasingly dissatisfied with their standards of living: 

• Only 30% of people in Zambia are satisfied (down from 38% last year) 

• Only 32% of people in Botswana are satisfied (down from 42% last year) 

• Only 43% of people in Namibia are satisfied (down from 67% last year). 

Rising up the Index are diversified economies such as Ethiopia. Ethiopia has risen seven places up the 
Prosperity Index since 2012. The country has also risen eight places up the Economy sub-index since 
last year. 

Ethiopia has seen a surge in investment—FDI has grown by over 200% and is now 2% of GDP. 

Other diversified economies have also performed well. Togo is up seven places in the Prosperity 
Index since last year and has also risen seven places in the Economy sub-index. 
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Top 5 in Sub-Saharan Africa:   Bottom 5 in Sub-Saharan Africa: 

1. South Africa 75th    1. Central African Republic 142th 

2. Botswana 77th    2. Chad    139th 

3. Namibia 94th    3. Burundi   138th 

4. Senegal  100th    4. Congo, Dem. Rep.  137th 

5. Rwanda  101th    5. Sudan   134th 

 

Nathan Gamester, Programme Director at the Legatum Institute, said: 

“Prosperity is about more than economic growth, it is about seeing improvements in people’s lives. 
This year we see that the prosperity of some African countries was built on shaky foundations.  

Many of the major resource-exporting countries of sub-Saharan Africa have slipped down the 
rankings of the Prosperity Index this year because they have failed to diversify their economies. By 
contrast some of the more diversified economies have become more prosperous. The lesson is that 
national success is about continual improvements in the health, education and wellbeing of citizens, 
not just short-term economic growth.”  

To access the full report, data, and analysis, visit www.prosperity.com. 

ENDS 
 

Media Enquiries  
 
For more information or to arrange an interview please contact:  
Nick Faith on +44 (0) 7960 996 233 or nick@westminsterpolicy.com  
 
About the Legatum Institute 
 
The Legatum Institute seeks to identify the drivers of prosperity, which we define as both wealth and 
wellbeing. Our signature product is the Legatum Prosperity Index™, a unique global assessment of 
national prosperity that assesses 142 countries and is an essential tool for governments across the 
globe. For more information please go to www.li.com and www.prosperity.com.  
 

 

http://www.prosperity.com/
mailto:nick@westminsterpolicy.com
http://www.li.com/
http://www.prosperity.com/

